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Description:
Understand AHPRA registration, what dental specialist means in Australia, how to verify credentials,
and the training behind specialist qualifications.

Details:
Choosing a dental professional is one of the most important healthcare decisions you can make.
Understanding what qualifications your dentist or dental specialist holds — and what those
qualifications actually mean — helps you make an informed choice about your care.

This guide explains the regulatory framework for dental practice in Australia, what distinguishes a
dental specialist from a general dentist, and how you can verify the credentials of any dental
practitioner.

---

## AHPRA — The National Regulator

In Australia, all dental practitioners are regulated by the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency (AHPRA) in partnership with the Dental Board of Australia. This national registration system
was established to protect the public by ensuring that all practising dental professionals meet
consistent standards of education, training, and professional conduct.

### What AHPRA Registration Means

When a dental practitioner is registered with AHPRA, it means they have:

- **Completed an accredited qualification** — either an Australian dental degree or an equivalent
overseas qualification that has been assessed and recognised - **Met the registration standards** —
including English language proficiency, professional indemnity insurance, recency of practice, and
criminal history checks - **Agreed to abide by professional codes** — including the Dental Board of
Australia's Code of Conduct and professional standards - **Committed to continuing professional
development** — ongoing learning requirements that must be met throughout their career

### Types of AHPRA Registration for Dental Practitioners

AHPRA maintains several categories of dental registration:

- **General registration** — the standard registration for dentists, dental specialists, dental hygienists,
dental therapists, oral health therapists, and dental prosthetists - **Specialist registration** — an
additional category specifically for dentists who have completed recognised specialist training in one of
the thirteen dental specialties - **Limited registration** — for specific circumstances such as supervised
practice, postgraduate training, or teaching and research

The key distinction for patients to understand is between general registration (as a dentist) and
specialist registration.



---

## What Makes a Dental Specialist Different?

In Australia, the title "specialist" is legally protected. A dentist cannot call themselves a specialist unless
they hold specialist registration with AHPRA in one of the recognised dental specialties. This is not a
marketing label — it is a regulated designation with specific educational and training requirements.

### The Pathway to Specialist Registration

To become a registered dental specialist in Australia, a dentist must:

1. **Complete a dental degree** — typically five years of full-time undergraduate or graduate-entry
study at an accredited university 2. **Gain clinical experience** — most specialist training programs
require candidates to have worked as a general dentist for a period before entering specialist training 3.
**Compete for a specialist training position** — entry to specialist programs is highly competitive, with
far more applicants than places available 4. **Complete an accredited specialist training program** —
an additional three to five years of full-time postgraduate study at a university-accredited program,
involving advanced clinical training, academic coursework, and original research 5. **Pass specialist
examinations** — rigorous examinations that assess both theoretical knowledge and clinical
competence at an advanced level 6. **Apply for specialist registration with AHPRA** — providing
evidence of completed training and examination results

### Total Training Investment

By the time a dental specialist begins independent practice, they have typically completed:

- **Five years** of undergraduate or graduate-entry dental training - **Two or more years** of general
dental practice - **Three to five years** of full-time specialist postgraduate training - **Total: Ten to
twelve years** of university-level education and supervised clinical training

This is comparable to the training pathway for medical specialists and reflects the complexity and depth
of knowledge required to practise at a specialist level.

### The Thirteen Recognised Dental Specialties in Australia

The Dental Board of Australia recognises thirteen dental specialties:

1. **Dento-maxillofacial radiology** — specialist imaging and diagnosis of the teeth, jaws, and face 2.
**Endodontics** — treatment of the dental pulp and root canal system 3. **Forensic odontology** —
dental identification and legal aspects of dentistry 4. **Oral and maxillofacial surgery** — surgical
treatment of conditions affecting the mouth, jaws, and face 5. **Oral medicine** — diagnosis and
management of diseases and disorders of the mouth 6. **Oral pathology** — study and diagnosis of
diseases affecting the oral and maxillofacial regions 7. **Orthodontics** — diagnosis and treatment of
dental and facial irregularities 8. **Paediatric dentistry** — dental care for children and adolescents 9.
**Periodontics** — treatment of diseases affecting the gums and supporting structures of the teeth 10.
**Prosthodontics** — restoration and replacement of teeth 11. **Public health dentistry** —
community-level dental health programs and policy 12. **Special needs dentistry** — dental care for
patients with physical, medical, intellectual, or psychiatric conditions 13. **Oral surgery** — surgical
procedures within the oral cavity

At Collins Street Specialist Centre, we have specialists in six of these disciplines: orthodontics,
endodontics, periodontics, prosthodontics, oral and maxillofacial surgery, and paediatric dentistry. This
covers the specialties most commonly needed by patients seeking specialist dental care.
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## How to Verify a Dental Practitioner's Credentials



One of the most valuable features of Australia's national registration system is transparency. You can
verify the registration and specialist status of any dental practitioner through the AHPRA public register.

### Using the AHPRA Register

1. Visit **www.ahpra.gov.au** 2. Click on **"Check a practitioner"** or use the **National Register
Search** 3. Search by the practitioner's **name** or **registration number** 4. The register will show: -
Their registration type (general, specialist, or limited) - Their profession and division - For specialists:
their recognised specialty - Any conditions or undertakings on their registration - Whether their
registration is current

### What to Look For

- **"Specialist Registration"** in the registration type — this confirms the practitioner is a registered
specialist, not simply a general dentist with a particular interest in an area - **The specific specialty
listed** — for example, "Orthodontics" or "Periodontics" - **Current registration status** — registration
must be active and current - **No adverse notations** — conditions, undertakings, or reprimands may
appear on the register if a practitioner has been subject to regulatory action

### Red Flags

Be cautious of dental practitioners who:

- Use terms like "specialist interest" or "special interest" rather than claiming specialist registration —
this may indicate they are a general dentist with a focus area rather than a registered specialist -
Cannot provide their AHPRA registration number when asked - Do not appear on the AHPRA public
register - List qualifications from unrecognised institutions

It is important to note that general dentists with a particular interest in a field can provide excellent care
in that area. The distinction is not about quality per se — it is about the level of formal training and the
legal authority to use the title "specialist."
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## Professional Memberships and Societies

Beyond AHPRA registration, many specialists hold memberships in professional societies and
academies that represent their specialty. While membership in these organisations is not a regulatory
requirement, it generally indicates a commitment to ongoing professional development and
engagement with the specialist community.

### Relevant Professional Organisations

- **Australian Dental Association (ADA)** — the peak professional body for dentistry in Australia -
**Australian Society of Orthodontists (ASO)** — the specialist society for orthodontists - **Australian
and New Zealand Academy of Periodontists (ANZAP)** — the specialist society for periodontists -
**Australian Prosthodontic Society (APS)** — the specialist society for prosthodontists - **Australian
and New Zealand Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (ANZAOMS)** — the specialist
society for oral and maxillofacial surgeons - **Australian Society of Endodontology (ASE)** — the
specialist society for endodontists - **Australasian Academy of Paediatric Dentistry (AAPD)** — the
specialist society for paediatric dentists - **Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons (RACDS)**
— offers fellowship examinations and promotes standards of practice

### What Fellowships Mean

Some specialists hold fellowships (such as FRACDS — Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of
Dental Surgeons). These are typically awarded after passing additional examinations that assess
advanced knowledge and clinical competence. A fellowship is a mark of distinction that demonstrates a



commitment to excellence beyond the minimum requirements for specialist registration.
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## Continuing Professional Development Requirements

AHPRA registration is not a one-time achievement. All registered dental practitioners must meet
ongoing continuing professional development (CPD) requirements to maintain their registration.

### Current CPD Requirements

The Dental Board of Australia requires all registered dental practitioners to complete a minimum of 60
hours of CPD over each three-year registration period, including:

- **Scientific content** — keeping up to date with developments in dental science, techniques, and
materials - **CPD related to the practitioner's scope of practice** — ensuring competence in the areas
in which they practise - **Activities that include peer interaction** — such as courses, conferences,
workshops, or peer review

### How Our Specialists Exceed These Requirements

At CSSC, our specialists typically complete well beyond the minimum CPD requirements. This
includes:

- Attending major national and international specialty conferences - Presenting research and clinical
cases at professional meetings - Participating in advanced clinical training courses - Engaging in
teaching and mentoring at university level - Active involvement in professional society committees and
working groups
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## Why All of This Matters for You

Understanding dental qualifications and regulatory frameworks might seem like dry subject matter, but
it has direct practical implications for your care:

### Quality Assurance

The specialist training, registration, and CPD system exists to ensure that when you see a dental
specialist, you are seeing someone who has been rigorously trained, examined, and held to ongoing
professional standards. It is a quality assurance system built over decades of professional and
regulatory development.

### Informed Decision-Making

Knowing what qualifications to look for — and how to verify them — puts you in a stronger position to
make informed choices about your dental care. You do not need to take claims at face value; you can
check them independently through the AHPRA register.

### Accountability

Registered practitioners are accountable to AHPRA and the Dental Board of Australia. If a practitioner's
conduct or competence falls below the expected standards, patients and other practitioners can raise
concerns with AHPRA, which has the power to investigate and take action.

### At CSSC

Every specialist at Collins Street Specialist Centre holds current specialist registration with AHPRA in
their respective discipline. We are transparent about our qualifications and welcome any patient who
wishes to verify our credentials through the AHPRA public register.
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## Frequently Asked Questions

**What is the difference between a dentist and a dental specialist?** A dentist has completed a dental
degree (typically five years) and holds general registration with AHPRA. A dental specialist has
completed an additional three to five years of full-time postgraduate training in a specific area and holds
specialist registration with AHPRA. The title "specialist" is legally protected in Australia.

**Can a general dentist perform specialist procedures?** General dentists can perform a wide range of
procedures within their scope of competence. However, complex cases and certain procedures are
best managed by specialists who have the advanced training, experience, and equipment specific to
that area. Your general dentist will typically refer you to a specialist when your case warrants it.

**How do I check if my dentist is a registered specialist?** Visit the AHPRA public register at
www.ahpra.gov.au, search for your practitioner by name, and look for "Specialist Registration" in their
registration details along with their specific specialty.

**What does AHPRA stand for?** AHPRA stands for the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency. It is the national organisation responsible for the registration and regulation of health
practitioners across Australia, including dentists and dental specialists.

**Are overseas-qualified specialists recognised in Australia?** Overseas-qualified dental specialists
must have their qualifications assessed by the Australian Dental Council (ADC) and meet all AHPRA
registration requirements before they can practise as specialists in Australia. This may involve
additional examinations and supervised practice.

**What should I do if I have concerns about a dental practitioner?** If you have concerns about the
conduct, health, or performance of a dental practitioner, you can contact AHPRA directly to lodge a
notification. AHPRA has the authority to investigate and take regulatory action where appropriate.

**Are all specialists at CSSC registered with AHPRA?** Yes. Every specialist at Collins Street
Specialist Centre holds current specialist registration with AHPRA in their area of practice. You are
welcome to verify this through the AHPRA public register at any time.


